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Paying Tribute to Arecibo Observatory, a 
Legacy Beyond Science
Luisa Fernanda Zambrano Marin
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Not a talk about
-Why it was built

-How it worked

-The science done there

-What happened to the facility 

-What is next for the site 
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It’s about
-The faces of the people who built it

-The faces of the people who worked 

there

-The families and bonds formed

-A Tribute to their contributions that 

made our science possible
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AO History Resources
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An Oral History of 
the Arecibo 
Observatory

Arecibo Ionospheric 
Observatory records
Division of Rare and Manuscript 
Collections Cornell University Library

SP-4218 “To See the 
Unseen”-
 Nasa History

The Internet Archive, 
Wayback Machine 

QR codes takes you to 
references!

https://archive.org/web/
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Proceedings�of�Institute�of�
Radio�Engineers�(�Proc�IRE�58)
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1962

1961
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1963
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1963
9
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Reflector 
Resurfacing 1972-74
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Machine
Shop
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How many
panels?
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Placing anchor 5 circa 1998
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May 16
1996
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On-site
LEADERSHIP
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Directors throughout the years
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Drake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordon_Pettengill
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tor_Hagfors
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riccardo_Giovanelli
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riccardo_Giovanelli
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_R._Altschuler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sixto_Gonz%C3%A1lez
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THE PEOPLE
Hundreds of employees throughout the years; Families, 

community, personalities, International community.  
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Bottom: William Gordon (left) and 
programmer Robert Forrest (right) in the 
control room of the Arecibo Observatory
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SECRETARIES: Marie Luisa Delgado ( 
Director); Carmen Milagros Candelaria 
(Electronics); Mercedes Vives 
(Scientist); Marta Monroig and  Ana 
Rodríguez

Ileana Barreto (left- librarian) and Ada Cardona 
(right-Dr. William E. Gordon secretary)

1968
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Tor Hagfors (left) and Colin Hines 
(right) 

On the left is Theodore Gilliland at the Arecibo 
Observatory in Puerto Rico in the 1960s. On the 
right is his son, Clinton Gilliland, at the site in 
1971. PHOTOS: CLINTON GILLILAND

1970s
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1980s
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1990s
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Clockwise from 
top: Gene Lauria, 
Paul Goldsmith, 
Mike Davis
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2011
BIG CHANGE
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ADMIN: Mike Nolan, Carmen Segarra, Tony Acevedo, Lucy 
Lopez, Hector Hernandez, Don Campbell and Bob Buhrman
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COMPUTERS: Arun Venkataraman, Gomathi 
Shankaran, Giacomo Comes, Don Campbell and  
Bob Buhrman

ELECTRONICS: Victor Iguina, Ganesh Rajagopalan, Luis 
Quintero, Sofía Cuevas, Denis Urbain, Dana Whitlow, 
Ernesto Ruiz, Wanda Santiago, José Rosa, Francisco 
Nieves, Phil Perillat, Juan Soto, Antonio Nolla, Jesús Ríos, 
José Vives, Don Campbell and  Bob Buhrman.
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THE  OPERATORS: Left to right:  Angel Vazquez, Rey Velez, Raul 
Garcia, Israel Cabrera, Ernesto Ruiz, José Cruz, Elliot Gonzalez, 
Tony Acevedo, Willy Portalatin and  Juan Marrero.
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In all….
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*FIRST 1000 PAPERS
Search returned 5,155 results (Arecito

NASA ADS 
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Authors 
Network
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*FIRST 1000 PAPERS
Search returned 1,792 results (Arecibo))

      (Arecibo)
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Flaviane Venditti44


